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SHORT ACCOUNT, &. 


. * Was born at Ogham in Hangſbire, of 
5 I Þ honeſt Parents, and when about thirteen 


Years. old, went to Service to.a Farmer 
NN near Ozham, whom I ſerved faithfully for 
a Year. I was then for a Year and half 
Poſtillion to the Exeter Stage- Coach. Afterwards I went 
up to Londen, and hired myſelf again, in the Place of a 
Poſtillion. It was here I was ſoon led into Drunkenneſs, 
Means not long after into Lewdneſs. Eeav- - 
ing this Place after ſix Months, J hired myſelf for another 
Year as a Poſtillion, at the M hite-Horſe in Piccadilly, Here 
I got more Money, but could keep none, ſquandering 
it all away in Drink and Debauchery. My Miſtreſs re- 
proving me for this, I was ſo inraged, that I went and 
enter d on board a Privateer. I went down as far as Ex- 
eter, in my Way to Plymouth, in order to embark. But 
my Mind'then changed : So I came back to London, and 
hired myſelf in the Hay-Marlet as a ſecond Coachman. I 
ſoon quitted this Place, and ſerved Lord H. in the 
ſame Poſt for a Year and half, who when he wanted me 
no longer, CHER" ee me to Col. B „ with 
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whom | had large But I waſted all among lewd 
ele e Maſter for Halland. 
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* In eight 


* we went to Breda, where I THE 


kenneſs. My Maſter heat 
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to reprove me, which made me reflect on my paſt Liſe. 
I went out into the Fields, and went to Prayers, _y 
the Prayers which I had been taught by my Paren A 
this I did many Times while we flaid at Breda: And had 
more Power over Sin than formerly, | 


J ( =mtk 


3. We now removed to Maeſtricht. Soon after my 
Maſter parted with the Horſes I took Care of, and recom- 
: mended me to another Maſter. But I ſtay'd with kim 
| only a Fortnight, before I relapfed into Drunkenneſs, and 
was perſuaded to enliſt among the Welch Fuſileers, in the 
Vear 1747. I remain'd at Camp till Michaelmas : 
Ibhence we marched to Radenburgb, where I remain'd all 
the Winter. On the Firid of March, 1748, we marched 
f to Ruremend, where we incamped, .tho' the Weather was 
e cold and the Snow deep. After the Ceſſation of Arms, 
we 2 n we came 


p to M illiamſtadt. 

T 4. Haza we lay five Weeks on board the 33 
1 a Ship belonging to Whirty. On December 18, New 
57 Stile, we ſet Sail for Bernt. und: Our Ship having 41 
+8 Horſes. on board. About. Sun-rife, juſt as we got over 
* the Bar, it looking as if we ſhould 2 hard Weather, 
og the Man of War that fail'd with us prepared for it, back- 
8 ing his Sails, and making faſt his Guns. Before we loſt 
5 Sight of Land, we ſaw one of the Tranſports break her 
d Yard. Soon after we came up along-fide of a Man of 
i War, who adviſed us, to take in ſome of our Sails. But 
1 our Captain, being headſtrong, did not regard him, but 
d kept all his Sails ſet, except the Main-top-gallant. About 
I two Hours before Sun-ſet, it blew a Hurricane; and we 
ie 2 but few Sailors, before they were able to furl the 
ne Sails, the Wind tore them all in Pieces. And it was well 
it did: For we lay Gunned too; fo that had the Sails ſtood, 


we muſt have overſet. Suddenly a great Outcry was made 
below, that the Horſes were broke looſe. I ran down and 
found ſeven of them had broke looſe, which made all the 
* reſt ſo wild, that we were obliged to kill them all, but 
— one. een it 4 ſix Days before we could get them over- 
which the Smell was ſo offenſive, that it 
* mate ry who ole. Ship's _ ſick. TWO yay after, we 
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ſaw the Shore; but we could not poſſibly make it, the 


Wind was ſo high. We then endeavoured to make Aber- 
deen But were beat to Sea again. The next Morning 
we loſt Sight of Land, the Weather continued as before 
for five Days. The ſixth at Day-break, we were ſur- 
prized to ſee in the Midſt of the Sea a Rock very high out 
of the Water. And the Ship was almoſt upon it: So all 


Hands were called. The Captain ſtanding on the Deck, 


cried, „ O my Ship, my Ship.” Some of the Soldiers 
curſed him for diſheartning them. He anſwered, * You 
«© need not ſwear and curſe. For you may look over the 


„Side of the Ship, and ſee your Graves.” Many were 


then frighted, and ſome went to Prayer. When we got 
to the Lee- ſide of the Rock, we ſtrove to anchor; but the 
Wind blew fo hard, and the Sea was fo rough, we could 
not. The Ship was now taking in Water apace, fo that 
we had two Foot of Water in our Hold already. Ten 
Soldiers were employ'd, of whom I was one, to hale 
the Water out with their Camp-kettles. In a little while 
our Steward periſh'd with Cold, - as did the Carpenter ſoon 
after. And ſeveral of the Boys had their Limbs frozen, 
ſo that they were unable to work. Eight Soldiers who 


had been on board a Man of War were order d to ſupply 


their Place. 0 


F. Taz Wind continued to blow hard at South, which 
drove us on the Coaſt of Greenland We were now ſo far 


North that I believe we had not above four Hours Day- 
light. The Captain now came into the Cabin, and cried, 


« Lord, have Mercy upon us! What ſhall we do? I am 
* afraid we ſhall be drove fo far North, as to have no 
« Day-light at all.” Quickly after, he went out of his 


'Senſes, and was confined in his Cabin. But juſt then the 
Wind ſhifted from South to North; and Lieutenant Zyres, 


underſtanding the Theory of Navigation, undertook the 
Management of the Ship. The 1oth of March we came 
in Sight of a rocky Coaft, but knew not what Land it was. 


We tried to take Soundings; but could find no Bottom. 
A ftrong Current ran between the Rocks which Was 
_ apainſt us: But the Wind blew ſtrong for us. We hun 
out a Flag of Diſtreſs at our Main- 


op-Maſt, and 


ſeveral Guns and ſeveral Platoons, | 
y | 6. Du- 
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6. Dux this Diſtreſs moſt in the Ship eall'd upon 
Gov, and if any Man ſpoke profanely, he was reproved 
* for it. At che ſame Time, a Thought came into the 
w Minds of many, that there were fome grievous Sinner in 
the Ship: And all agreed to caft Lots, that they might 


S find the Man, for whoſe Sake this was come upon us. 
* But they did not execute what they had agreed. Here 
* we remained five Days. One who had been a Sailor then 
* ſwore, that it was the Orkneys we ſaw, and undertook to 
K, bring us ſafe in. But we had not gone far, before our 


Paſſage was quite ſhut up, and we were juſt upon the 
"A Rocks. In the Morning a Man was ſent to the Main- 
* top-maſt Head, and ordered to keep a good Look. out. 
1 Before Twelve he cried, © A Boat a-head.” Our Boat 


ot vas quickly mann'd in order to row to them. In a ſhort 
* Time they came on Board: They brought us into the 
1d Harbour about Sun-ſet. Here we remain'd, till we had 
at Liberty from the King of Dexmar4,. to come to North. 
on Bergen in Norway. When we came thither, ſeveral loſt 
ho the Uſe of their Limbs, and many died in an Hoſpital 
3. erected for us. Here we continued a Month. - Having 
* then repaired our Ship, and got a new Captain, (for the 
n, old one was ſtil! diſorder d) we ſet fail for Scotland, intend- 
ho ing for Burnt-Iſland, which we hoped. to reach in a ſhort 
ly Tune. ) IN | 
7. BuT we had ſcarce loſt Sight of Land two Hours, 
NY when another violent Storm aroſe. I then renew'd the 
far good Reſolutions I made in the laft, and which I forgot 
- almoſt as ſoon as I had made them. It blew exceeding 
d, hard; however on April g, we came with great Difficulty 
m to Leith. When we were ſafe on Shore, inſtead of return- 
* ing Gop: Thanks, I foon fell to my old Trade of Drun- 
his kenneſs: And during our feveral Remaves, I continually 
he plunged deeper and deeper into all Mann- of Wickednels. 
„ NN 
— 8. Arrxx being at ſeveral other Places we marched to 
ne Glaſerw, where I met with a ſober Woman, and one that 


48. feared God, whom I married, and lived comfortably with, 
m. *all Orders came for my Remove to England. We 

bas the Winter at „where the Advice of my Wife made 
n ſuch an Im upon me, that I began to take up, and 
ed | A 3 <>" 7-1-4 0 
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61 
be a good Huſband, and work'd hard to maintain myſelf 
and her. So ] continued to do at Exeter, where J had a 
Son born and ſtay'd eleven Months. Thence we march'd 
to Plymouth, where we embark'd for Minorca. We landed 
there May 25, and I lived happy with my Wife for two 
Months. Then both ſhe and my Child were taken ſick 
and died. This was a Loſs indeed! J believe if ſhe had 
lived, it would have been the ſaving of my Life. 


9. AFTER her Death I ſoon fell back to Drunkenneſs, 
and to ſupply the Expence of it, took to Coining. The 
next Spring, April 20, the French inveſted the Caſtle of 
St. Philip. Toward the the End of the Seige, my Com- 
panion and I got drunk together and quarrel'd : Upon 
which he threaten'd to inform againſt me, for which a 
great Reward was offer'd. Being ſoon after told, that he 
was gone to give Information, I thought there was but 
one Way to ſave my Life. So I and he that told me, 
determined to deſert „ e In getting out of the 
Caſtle, 1 fell into the Sea, and was very near being 
drown'd. With much Difficulty we then got to an old 

Houſe, and took Shelter therein. But we were between . 
the Fire of the French and the Exgliſb; ſo we ſtay'd not 
above a Quarter of an Hour. I would now fain have re- 
turned ; but our Caſe was deſperate : So we went on Hand 
in Hand. As we advanced, the French gave the Signal, 
which was three Slaps with their Hand on their Cartouch- 
box. As we did not anſwer it, or ſpeak, (for neither of 
us could ſpeak French) they immediately fired upon us. 
But here alſo the Hand of Go was over us. The Shot 
all flew over our Heads. They then came and took us 
to the commanding Officer, who ſent us to the Town as 
Priſoners. In the 3 we were removed to a Priſon 
near one of the General's Quarters, who ſent for us about 
Noon, and aſk'd, What our Deſign was? I anſwered, It 
was our Deſire to go into France and work. He ſaid, 
« This could not be allow'd by any Means, unleſs I firſt 
« ſerved in the Army for three Years.” I ſaid, I would 
only comply, on Condition I ſhould not ſerve on the 
Hand. He replied, If I would not ſerve on the Iſland, I 
muſt go back to Priſon. I was going, but he called me 
back, and aſk d, In what Regiment in France would 
pou 
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HERE 
« you like to ſerve ?”. I anſwered, In Fitz- Jamess. He 
ſaid, I ſhould. However for the preſent, I was remanded - 
to Priſon. Two Days after I was carried before the Duke 
de Richlieu, who aſked me many Queſtions. But. I con- 


tinued a Priſoner during the whole Siege, and was fo, till 
we came to Yalenciennes. 


10. HERE I was enliſted into Firz-James's Horſe, and 
continued two Months; but with an aking Heart. T 
longed to be in England again, and only waited for an 
Opportunity. This was ſuſpected: So that when we 
march'd hence, I was confined every Night, till we got 
a great Way into France. By interceeding with the Quar- 
ter-Maſter, I then got my Liberty. After many Re- 
moves, we — to Hanau, and from thence about 
thirty Leagues toward Maſcouy. Here four of us agreed 
to deſert the next Night, and make the beſt of our Way 
to the Duke of Cumberland's Army. At Eleven we ſet 
out in Thunder, Lightning and Rain. We took each of 
us a Brace of Piſtols, with our Swords, and Plenty of 
Powder and Ball. With great Difficulty we paſt the 
Guards, and then not knowing the Roads, quickly loſt 
our Way: So that at Break of Day, we had got but nine 
Miles. However we were now got into the right Road: 
But Day-light approaching, we went into a Wood, and 
ſtay'd there till Six in the Evening: Having been all 
this Time without Victuals, we were weak and faint; 

however we walk'd all Night. In the Morning we learn'd 
from a Waggoner, that a Party of French Horſe were 
within a Mile and a half of us. We aſk'd, What he 
thought they came there for? He ſaid, He knew not; 
unleſs it was to look for Deſerters. Upon this, finding 
no Way to get to the Duke, we agreed to make for 
Holland, having changed our Cloaths with ſome of the 
Boors, who likewiſe behaved kindly to us, or we muſt 
have perſh'd. | 


11. Havinc ſold our Arms to buy us Proviſions, af- 

ter many Difficulties and Dangers, in paſſing by both the 

French and Imperial Troops, we at length came to Mae 

tricht. Thencę we went to M:ddleburgh, and afterward to 

Fluſbing, where we got on board an Eng Man of bn 
| | W 


Which the next Morning failed, and brought us into the 
Downs. The third Day after we landed, we were appre- 
hended as Deſerters, and laid in Irons for ſix Days. We 
Were then removed to Brumpton Camp, near Chatham, 
where I was tried by a Court-Martial, for deſerting from 
the Caſtle of St. Philip, which I acknowledged, and was 
condemn'd to die. 


12. I xow began to be in great Trouble, not 2 


what to do. At length my Companion and I de termin 

to lay. violent Hands on ourſelves. In this Reſolution I 
continued *till Night. Then I began to think on the 
Conſequences of Self-Murder. Betimes in the Morning 
I went to Prayer, and continued praying *til] about Ten 
o'Clock; In my Diſtreſs I bethought me of one Fames 
Harbuckle, a Drummer in our Regiment. When he came, 
I told him of my Condition, and he began to talk to me 


of the Love of CHRIST to Sinners; of Repentance to- 


ward Gop, and Faith in our Lox D Jesvs Carisr. In 
the Evening he was obliged to go; but he promiſed to 
ſend ſome of his Brethren to me. Two of them came at 
Night, and explain'd more at large what James Harbuckle 
had ſaid. From this Time I found another Kind of Trou- 
ble: My Sins were fo ſet in Array againſt me, that not an 
evil Work or Word or Thought I had ever given Way to, 
but was brought to my Remembrance. Yet I was not ſo 
much troubled for Fear of Hell, as for Grief that I had 


offended ſo good a God, and had crucified the Son of G 


afreſh. For three Days and three Nights my Diſtreſs was 

fo great, that it was as if all my Fleſh was tearing off my 
Bones, and my Bones breaking in Pieces, which made 

me 3 my Hands and Legs, to ſee if it was 
not ſo. / 


T3. My Load fo increaſed, that I was juft ready to 
deſpair of Mercy, when on a ſudden it all dropt of. I 
was on my Knees at Prayer, when in a Moment all my 
Fear was gone. I knew, I had Redemption in the Blood 
of CarisT, the Forgiveneſs of my Sins: And the Love 
of Gop was ſhed abroad in my Heart enabling me to 


love all Mankind, even my Enemies, and him in particu- 
lar who had been the Cauſs of my Deſerting. And I had 
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[9] 
an earneſt Deſire to ſee and tell him fo. And I found 
every Day an Increaſe in Love, and in the Knowledge of 
our Lorp Jesus ChrIsT, I was fo delivered from the 
Fear of Death, that I could have rejoiced to have died 
that Inſtant ; being fill'd with Prayer and Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, ſuch as no Tongue can expreſs. And this 
Senſe of the ; Au of Gop to my Soul, I never ſince loſt, 
not for a Moment. | | 


14. I was remov'd from hence to Dewer-Caftle, where 
I ſent for Mr. Eduard, the Miniſter of St. Mary's, He 
came the next Morning, and afterwards attended me very 
diligently. I deſire to thank Gop for his Help, and 
hope the Lorp will bleſs him for his Kindneſs to me. 
But I could not be ſatisfied, till I ſent into the Town to 
enquire, If there were any of the People call'd Merhodifts 
there ? They ſent Word, They would come when their 
Day's Work was done : But it being then Jate, they could 
not be admitted. On Sunday they came again, and we 
prayed, and ſang, and rejoiced together in the Salvation 
of Gop. I deſired theywould come again if I was ſpared, 
which they did the following Sunday, when my Spirit 
was fo revived, that I could not help declaring to my 
Fellow-Soldiers, what Gop had done for my Soul. And 
now my Priſon was turned into a Church, an Houſe of 
Prayer and Praiſe. People crowded in, Soldiers and 
others, to whom Mr. V. ave an Exhortation, 
When he had done, I ſtood up, in begged my Fellow- 
Soldiers, to cry to Gop for Mercy, and Grace to forſake 
all their Sins, leſt the Day of Grace ſhould be paſt, and 
they be given over to a reprobate Mind. 


15. I seexT the remaining Part of the Day in giving 

a Relation of my Life, to one who wrote it down from my 
Mouth: But I could not finiſh it then. Monday, Oct. 23, 
Mr. Edwards adminiſter'd the Lorp's SurrEx to me. 

In the Afternoon Mr. . ve another Exhortation, 
as I did likewiſe when he had done, and we ſang Praiſes 

to Gop with a good Co „and out our Sous 
in Prayer. The Soldier who had ten'd to inform 
apainſt me at St. Philip's now came in. Formerly I Was 
reſolved to kill him, wherever I met him: But I m_— 8 

| | | nothing 
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nothing but Love and Pity. So I cameſtly exhorted him 


do forſake his Sins, and ſeek Mercy while it might be 
. | 


16. Wuar follows is added by him who wrote the 
g Relation. We now parted, after I had 
| on miſe to be with him, W the ſnort Remainder of 
Life, as much as my Buſineſs would permit. Tug/day 
the 25th, Mr. Edwards adminiſtered the Sacrament to 
him, and examined him cloſely as to the State of his Soul, 
He readily anſwered every Queſtion, and declared his 
Deſire to depart and to be with CURIsT. About Ten at 
Night I came to him again, and found him employed in 
.exhorting his Fellow-Soldiers, and in Praiſe and Prayer. 
In the ſame Employment he had been the greateſt Part of 
the Day. In the fame he continued till about Twelve: 
- When his Strength being quite exhauſted, be was forced 
to take ſome Reſt. He would fain have ſlept on his Cof- 
fn; but we perſuaded him to lie on the Straw: When he 
waked, he hed, What O'Clock it was? And being an- 
' fwered, © About Three, he complained, that — had 
ſlept too long; but found himſelf much refreſh'd. After 
Mr. 1 —— had read and expounded, a Chapter, and 
ſpent ſome Time in Prayer and Praiſe, he again exhorted 
his Fellow-Soldiers, to forſake their Sins, e 
anne 


17. Tan Morning now advancing, he expreſt much 
Longing for the . Hour, when he was to * put on, 
as he called it, his Wedding -Dreſs,“ and to be with the 
Lon p. We then left him 8 and when we return'd, 
found him dreſt in White, ſtanding on a long Form, and 
exhorting all the People. We all joined in Prayer, after 

Which he broke out in Praiſe to Gon his Saviour. Mr, 
Edwards coming in, aſked, How he did? He anſered, 
„% Bleſſed be Gop, never happier.” After a few more 
Queſtions he withdrew, and Othen getting on the Form 

again, exhorted all that were preſent with ſuch Joy and 

| g= of Spirit, #«reflibed a Hope full of Immortality. 


18. Hz was thus: employ'd, when the Officercame, to 
Al kim, the Time vx came: be then cheariully ut 
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the Bench, and without any Delay went forwards, and 
\ MW faid, fl had a good Wife, and I loved her well: But 1 
> now gc forth with greater Pleaſure to die, than I did on 
my Wedding-Day, to be married.“ When he was out 
of Priſon, and delivered to the Soldiers who were to = 
uard him to the Place of Execution, he began ſinging 35 
; that Hymn with a loud Voice, FP"; OM 19 
f „ Behold the Saviour of Mankind, 1 
4 Nail'd to the ſhameful Tree !” 12 
„Walking on, he took Notice of a —_ of young {4 
„Soldiers, to whom he earneſtly ſaid, © Take Warning by 1 ; 
me. Iam young; but 27 Years of Age, in full Health 
t and Strength. Aud yet] ſhall ſoon be as Water ſpilt on 
a {| the Ground, which cannot be gather'd up. My Morning 
Sun goes down at Ten o'Clock. Yet I have found Mers - 
cy: And ſo may you. O that you ſaw the Danger of he- 
ing out of CarisT! If you felt this in the Manner I felt 
it, eſpecially for three Days and three Nights, it would 
make the ſtouteſt of you tremble.” | 


19. Tux turning to me and ſome others who walked 
near him, he ſaid, Come, which of you will help me to 
ſing ?? On which he gave out his favourite Hymn (that 
on the Crucifixion) and we all ſang it with him. When 
he came to the Spot where he was to ſuffer, the Miniſter 
was ready to pray with him, in which we all joined. AF 
terwards the Officer gave him Liberty to go round, and 

. ' Mexhort all the Soldiers, He began at the Right and 
ch ended at the Left, ſparing. neither Officers nor private 
n, en: Though to ſome he ſpoke more particularly, and 
he Din a Manner which I truſt they will never forget. He 
d, Mthen aſked the Serjeant if the Major thought him too long? 
id He ſaid, No: Upon which he gave out, The Lamenta- 


er tion of a Sinner. While we were ſmging, the Men were 
Ir. Wrawn out that were to ſhoot him, and ſtood a little be- 
d, ind him. He turned and looked upon them, and Mr. 
re aſked him, Whether he felt any Fear of 
m Weath ?” He ſaid, None at all, bleſſed be Gop : 1 feel 
nd y Faith ſtronger and ftronger.” , Here we all took our 


uſt Farewell of him, and parted with a Kiſs of Love. He FE | 
en chearfully walk'd to the Mark, kneel'd down, and 
aving commended his Soul to Gop, gave the 3 


hs. | „*— 2 
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\ that Inflant, his Body pitched forward, a his Soul 
g into Eternity. © 6 | | 


20. Sou of our Friends told the Serjeant, That if it 
was agreeable to the Major, Mr. #/—— would preach a 
Sermon on che Occaſion. The Offer was readily accepted. 
80 in the Afternoon he ſtood near the Place of Execution, 
4 .and all the Soldiers were order'd out, and formed a Ring 
3 round about him, The Officers as well as Soldiers were 
ye nn eines with ther eee | 


IC As I. was coming back, a Soldier ſaid to the People, 
. 47 WG If I was as well p for Death as Otben, I did not 
be nn and ſhot this 


* 5 
; AxorRERR faid, « J was fo prejudiced againſt him 
n as ſoon pace 
a Dog. And I waited at the Priſon Door, expecting to 
ſee a monſtrous Creature, when I ſaw a Man with Grace 
mining in his Face. And I hope what I then faw and 
* eee e 2 
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